Small extrachromosomal nucleic acid segments in protozoan parasites.
Viruses have been described in the following protozoa: Babesia spp., Trichomonas vaginalis, Giardia lamblia, Leishmania braziliensis and Eimeria spp. In order to study the Babesia bovis virus, merozoites have been prepared from the blood of infected cattle. Agarose gel electrophoresis of nucleic extracts from the bovine protozoa B. bovis and Babesia bigemina were separated into genomic DNA and at least two additional nucleic acids. One molecule with a relative mobility of 5.5 kilobase pairs (kbp) was identified as a double-stranded RNA virus-like particle. Another 6.2 kbp DNA molecule had sequences related to mitochondrial genome.